ABSTRACT
Introduction
This article addresses academic colonialism with focus on the Dutch dominated social sciences about Suriname. The principal question is how to decolonize social sciences in Suriname from a South American perspective and context. In our analysis the social sciences are conceptualized in a broad meaning by including history, in addition to the fragmented disciplinary division that distinguishes academic domains such as anthropology, sociology, psychology, political science and economy. Glenn Sankatsing (1989) Williams (1944) , that cuts across the disciplinary fragmentation. Dogan (1996) , in a response to disciplinary fragmentation, prefers the concept of hybridization rather than interdisciplinarity. Hybridization refers to borrowing and lending concepts, methods, theories, and praxes through establishing fruitful contact between sectors rather than across disciplinary boundaries (Ibid) . However, Sankatsing (1989: 136) goes beyond hybridization by pointing to the necessity of an extra-disciplinary approach that integrates major problems in the society concerned, whereby the social reality itself will impose the integration of the various social science disciplines. This approach is closer to the view by Eric Williams and corresponds more to our wider reflection on a holistic integration of the social sciences, rather than the hybridization of scientific knowledge.
argues convincingly that in the evolution of social sciences in the Caribbean, history as a separate discipline has been questionable. He points out that the resistance against the fragmentation of the social sciences in this part of the world was influenced by the publication 'Capitalism and Slavery' of the Trinidadian economist Eric was influenced by the publication 'Capitalism and Slavery' of the Trinidadian economist Eric
Academic colonialism has been addressed by various scholars, most of whom originate from the (previously) colonized world. (Cheng, 2010; Alatas 2000; Goonatilake 1984; Altbach, 1977; Fanon, 1961) In fact this type of colonialism is a subtheme of eurocentrism 1 . An important issue that will be dealt with is the euro-centric diffusion model of social science knowledge between the previous colonial empires and the periphery. It will be explained how within the colonial division of labor, the important paradigms are developed in the global center while minor issues are covered by the periphery (Goonatilake, 1984) (Alatas, 2000) , while the notions captive mind (Alatas,1972) , academic dependency (Altbach, 1977) and dependent knowledge (Goonatilake, 1984) are closely related to it.
. Next, attention is paid to processes and mechanisms of colonization and decolonization of the social sciences. Focus is on understanding how euro-centric values and paradigms arise in the research process of (ex-) colonized societies and which issues need to be tackled to decolonize social sciences. Finally the decolonization and liberation of social research in Suriname will be addressed by taking advantage of experiences of other academic social science communities and by proposing cooperation with academic institutions in the South-American and Caribbean region. The article concludes by defining the research agenda of the social sciences from the perspective and context of the Surinamese reality, taking advantage from regional cooperation with academic communities dealing with similar problems.

Dutch domination of social sciences concerning Suriname
Academic colonialism
A major feature of academic colonialism is claiming an unlimited right of access to data extracted from a (former) "colony". The result is an asymmetrical production and distribution of knowledge about the "colony", one that excludes people at the source from participating in the most creative and or rewarding aspects of research (Galtung, 1967 (Ames, 2003) Decolonizing social sciences in Suriname: a strategic view in favor of regionalism Goonatilake (1984) and Alatas (2000) (Goonatilake, 1984 (Girvan, 1973 (Goonatilake, 1984) The concept of academic colonialism is closely connected with Eurocentrism. This irrational process distinguishes between the "us" (the Europeans) and the "others". (Dussel, 2000) The " (Prior, 2007; Bishop, 2005; Smith, 2005) 
others" are the peoples of the "peripheral world", found in the current euro-centric social sciences research, that provide the foundation for reports about and representation of the "others". This is clearly stated by Denzin and Lincoln (2005): "In the colonial context research becomes an objective way of representing the dark-skinned other to the white world". Eurocentrism is in fact an uni-linear model that is imposed on and transplanted in (ex-) colonial societies. It is based on the idea of a central homogeneous culture and a central state in the tradition of European societies, and it is found in various colonial monocultural approaches, such as 'nation-building' in multi-ethnic (ex) colonial societies. We reject the concept of nation-building, as this is a uni -linear process and an intentional attempt by the colonizer to design a euro
Regionalism; a historical perspective
To back up regional academic integration and to identify issues for a research agenda, a non euro-centric view of the history of Suriname is relevant, a view that departs from Suriname as a country located in the South American/Caribbean historical and present social reality. Albert Helman 6 delineated the past of Suriname within the framework of the colonial history and geographical/ecological concept of the Guiana region (comprising Suriname, French Guiana, Guyana, and parts of Venezuela and Brazil). Helman was fully aware of the value of the idea of
Surinamese historic regionalism. (Helman, 1995) 7 , 1927) (Menke and Pérez, 2012) This recent migration of Brazilians to Suriname has demographic and social -economic, but also health implications, for example transmission of diseases like leprosy and leishmaniasis across borders. (Menke et al, 2011; Hu et al, 2012) (Lamur et al, 2014) Surinamese people moved to the Dutch Antillean islands Curacao and Aruba to work in the petroleum industry. (Lutchman, 1986; Thio, 2014) We can add to this the migration of the Maroons between Suriname and French Guiana (Price, 2002) 
Analysis of the Surinamese society within the framework of regionalism, may contribute to create a non-euro-centric view on Suriname and to decolonize the social sciences.
The standard Surinamese historiography is written mainly by the Dutch -who colonized Suriname in 1667 -and hence it is euro-centric by nature. Ironically the historic reality is that the Dutch excelled in their inability to be present in the country.They did not settle permanently in Suriname, as the Spanish and Portuguese did in their colonies in Latin America and the Caribbean. The Dutch obviously considered the land they had occupied as nothing else than an economically exploitable territory.
The arrival of Sephardic Jews and their African slaves from Pernambuco (North-East Brazil) in Suriname in the mid-17th century, a few decades before the Dutch occupied the territory, is an important connection between the two countries.(OudschansDentz
Academic links with Brazil
Individual initiatives of scientific cooperation with Brazil go back to the mid-20thcentury. The Surinamese medical doctor Salomon John Bueno de Mesquita (1902 -1982 Brazil (Pará-Brazil 1975; Amapá-Brazil 1975; Amazonas 1980 ), Venezuela (Guri 1978 ) and French Guiana (1994 
